
WHITTIER COLLEGE VALUES AND TRADITIONS 



Whittier College was embedded with the values, moral compass, and ethics by the 
Society of Friends. When Whittier was founded one of it’s first tasks was to create a 
school.  Thus, Whittier Academy was founded. Shortly thereafter Whittier College came 
into being.  
 
In the article above, John Greenleaf Whittier outlines some of the most cherished of the 
values the Whittier First Friends instilled in the heart, head, and soul of the fledgling 
Whittier College. To this day, our education is based on these simple truths, this is who 
we are.  This is our educational foundation and this is our legacy. 
 
Another of the values the Whittier Quakers embedded was that of seeking the truth.  For 
year Whittier College has invited unique individuals to share their knowledge.  
 
By way of example, in 1971 Stokley Carmichael was invited to Whittier College to 
speak. 

 
“Carmichael gave this speech at Whittier College as part of a 
speaking tour of American college campuses in 1971. On the tour, 
Carmichael frequently appeared in a white African shirt and slacks 
with embroidered detailing at the collar and cuffs. He warned his 
audiences that those who came to hear him shout slogans like, "Off 
the pigs and kill the honkies," would be disappointed. Instead, he 
had a Pan-African revolutionary philosophy to impart.   
(Whittier Daily News)  
 

 
In 1960, Richard Nixon delivered an address to Whittier College 
standing on Hadley Field. 
 
Speech by Richard Nixon August 1960 
 
“discrimination and here at Whittier we do not know prejudice 
and discrimination. This is one of the great features of this 
college. I think all of us would agree. But sometimes you hear 

this problem of prejudice and discrimination being spoken of as a southern problem. I 
want to tell you what it is. It isn't a southern problem; it's a national problem. Other 
people say the problem of prejudice and discrimination is a legal problem. This is 
something that the people down in Washington ought to pass laws to solve and laws will 
help. But it isn't a legal problem primarily; it's a moral problem. And other people say 
this is a Government problem; but it isn't a Government problem. It's a personal 
problem. And what I'm meaning to say by that is this: In every part of this country we 
have prejudice. In every part of this country we have discrimination. And the only way 
it's going to be dealt with is for each individual American to recognize this very great 
truth, that prejudice hurts us abroad, that prejudice saps our strength at home and that 
we individually must assume the responsibility for removing it, removing it so that a 
hundred years after Lincoln America can realize the great objective of equality of 



opportunity for all of our people regardless of what their background may be. 
[Applause.] This is a personal problem. And as I say that this is a personal problem, I 
mean that each of you when you deal with this problem in your communities, in your 
hearts, you help America and you help her be the example that we want of freedom and 
justice for all the world to see.” 
 

 
Jane Fonda came to Whittier College to 
present an anti-Viet Nam war message.   
The First Friends of Whittier are 
definitively against any war. See the 
works of our own Jessamyn West. 
 
At this time there were quite a few Viet 
Nam veterans on campus. I know 
because I was one of them. It is all 
good.  It is our Quaker heritage.  
 
 

 
A Fast fact: 
 
“More than 50 percent of Whittier College undergraduates, and three of its four Rhodes 
Scholars, are from underrepresented ethnic and international groups; th kind of cultural 
diversity, which permeates both classroom and campus community, profoundly 
strengthens intellectual discourse and provides a realistic exposure to the kind of world 
students will enter upon graduation.” 
 
(side note: a few years back I had the opportunity to meet one of the heroes of Whittier 
College, Stan Sanders. Stan is our first Rhodes Scholar and a great football player. 
Stan and my father-in-law, George Tenopir stayed friends after George admitted Stan to 
Whittier College back when enrollment was growing from 900 to a high of about 2400 
students.) 
 
In 2014 another great speaker came to Whittier College 

 
“Longtime civil rights activist Gwendolyn F. Green can never forget some of Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s last words to her and how prophetic they turned out to be. 

Green was working for then-state Sen. Mervyn Dymally when she was asked to invite 
King to speak at the California Democratic Council’s annual convention in Anaheim on 
March 16, 1968. Green had worked with King and his wife, Coretta, for the past eight 
years in various administrative positions with King’s Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference and its fundraising affiliate, the Western Christian Leadership Conference.” 

And to close out this brief discussion. In this snippet of an article from 2019 that legacy 
meant something. 



 
“But Whittier also finds itself in rarified air for another reason: The Poets have one of the 
most diverse rosters in all of college lacrosse. In a sport dominated by middle- and 
upper-class white families, Whittier has three African-Americans, four Asian-Americans, 
one Latin-American and even Miles Moscato, a player with half his left arm. 
 
This sort of profile wasn't intentional, Coach Nick Marks said. It's more attributed to how 
Whittier is ranked in the top 15 by U.S. World and News Report for campus ethnic 
diversity among liberal arts colleges. 

"We are aware we're in a weird time in America right now, and I think the fact we have 
this environment is an example to the rest of the lacrosse world," Marks said. "Lacrosse 
is growing east to west in numbers, but I think the diversity of this sport is going to grow 
west to east. That's really what Whittier men's lacrosse is. It's an example of another 
type of growth that can occur within the sport.” 

And, as at least some of the alumni know, our La Crosse team is a nationally 
recognized power house. 

Quite honestly, I am proud to be a Poet.  We are all special and we are all unique.  

    

 


